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Report s Ansner to Fv I jdio Intelligence Quest! onnairej MIS Sep-Oct 1945, 

Question USSR To sfaat extent is it true that anti^Semitisn has risen 

in the USSR, especially in La 22 ingrad? 

Answer -§9 t Anti-Semitism In Csarist Russia was-en artificial phenomenon, 
whidh Tms furthered by tlie govammant for political reasons in order to 
draw the attention of tiia masses away from abuses at hand. From this oaine 
the infamous "Pogroms" Ih tdiioh the Czarist police regularly took a hand. 
Insofar as ops can speak of anti-Sendtian ih'Bussla, it was limited rto the 
so-called "settlement district" (Russians cherta' osedlostl), i.e. idiat 
area in which the Jews were alloed to settle and where the majority of 
the Bussian and Policy Jews were, forced to live together en masse. These 
areas were the former Congress Poland (Poland after the Congress of Tianxia 
in 1815) and. several provinces- in western arid southweatern Russia ^.whl eh .'now 
belong to Rhite'^ssia and the" UkraiM. But'even in these areas before 1905 
idien a number of <diangss for the better ware introduced, the Jews'* were not 
permitted to settle on the land but-had to remain in the citleE and ?Fleokea" 
^"^ote** - small and even tiny^towns), whore they engaged in small -trading, 
wiorked ^bn obranisa-on, or manual labor. 
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< In other parts of Russia, and especially In -the large cities, Jews 
were allowed' to settle down only=if they had had a complete or partial 
actfidemio. training, or 2;ad been taken Into uha 1st guild of -tbs merchants, 
f Irst'-miwtioned bonbitlon was Impossible of fUlfill^nt as ^salau 
high schools were closed to Jewsp -the latter was very. dlffl cult because of 
the high fees and other limitations*'^' Positions _in -the state and in the - 
officers corps we^e cQ.o,sed to Jews as a matter of .principle. The.: Mosaic 
confeasibn was thOf'.critsrium used in establishing whether a man wes Jewish, 
.as the majority of the Buesian Jews'hald fast to that and it was not easily 
possible for -them to change over to Qiristian religion* . 

• The Russian is basicelly not anti-Semitic*, Nor, did the difficult 
econondo si-tmtion of the Jews in the settlement area tend to produce either 
envy or hate to wands the Jews. Insofaroas suoh sentiment appeared is the 
open, or took the form of -rtoienca, against the Java, they were artificially 
enepuragad by the govemment and tue ^eek-Orthodox ehurdi. The progressive 
Russian intelligentia refused to have anything to do with anti-Smnitism oifQT 
declared it to be the quintessence of the darkest reactionimi Only in | 
Congress Poland, wtwre -the Jews played an important role in the economic g 
life, was there any antagonism on the side of the P.oliAi .. S “ 
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The Bolshevist "October Revolution" of 1917 lifted all the « 

Imitations on the Jews in the area's rulo’d*by the Soviet government, TheyS “ 
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received complete freedcm of movement and full rights of citizen^ip* 

•Ihe Soviet govern^nt questioned neither one's origin nor religion* Many j 
Jevs played an Is^ortant role in Ihe October resolution, and vere named to ' 

leading posts in/liie Soviet Republic (Trotzky, Sverdlov, Eanenev, Sindvev, j 

Unschllc^t, Tomsky, Eaigsnovich, Litvinov, Radek, and others)* ' Thanks. to ' 
Iheir native intelligence and mental agility, their tireless zeal for vork^ i. 
and their hettei^. knovledge of language (most Jewsspoke or understood at It^st 
Garmtm), which in general were superior to -the Russians, they attained i 

numerous posts . in. ti» Peoples Commissariat*^^, and in oiher Soviet bureaus* j 

Espeoially" in -the People’s Commissariat for ^oreign Affairs and Foreign 
Trade, the percentage of,, Jews in the first 10-15 years after the 1917 ' 

revolution tea very M^* It did happen iiiat Ihere were some escpressions of * 
anti-Semitism?' at -this time. There -nas no question^ ho-oever, Of any kind ' 

of ai^ti-Semitic oufbresJc as propaganda in -the Sb-viet TJnion^ forbids race j 

hatred and =lt was puni^able ^ the most severe measures* i \ 
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The parti eipatlon of Jews in hi^ and seoondary pbsl-bions in -the State, 

gradually decreased, on the one hand, because many more. Russians reached ' 
the correspWiing stage of education aiai had -the necessary qualifica-bions ^- 
tin sa^ posts, end oh -the o-ther hand, because during Ihe;. struggle ' 
qgainst -the "Trotzkyi-tes” many Jews fell, a sacrifice to Stalin's purge. j 

Af€er the %rman attach on -the Soviet TTziion in 1941 many Jews - | 

i-were e-vacuated from, -the -wesl^m parts of -the country to -the east and to / . 

..central A^sia* It is known that the local population received them with f 

mixed feelings, comprehensible enough, ecnsidering/the neejy condition of | 
the inhat^itants and the great -^ck of housing. To P/l9* s knowledge, there I 
have bee3i>ho ptiisrmare importwt examples of anti-Semitism. Hor has P/w 
heard. az^ythtUf^-bf there bei^ noticeable currents of ^ti-Semitism tody ~ { 
in other pArts of the, Soviet Ifaion, and especially In Leningrad. In P/Wa. . 
opihioi^'^ere is no cause to -thiz^ that this is so at the present time* i 
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